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Growing  Hums  in  Manitoba 

the  Manitoba  fruit  g^;;,;^  7"''''";''/  "■"'*  '^'•"^""''-  «"d 

ion  .o..  ,„  t..,«  c,.,i.t,;.r;j::;';;:,r,r' .;;'tr;r'^  -"^-^ 

the  skin  is  thick.  tou«h  an<  a  •''''*'""  ''•"'     "^^  "  '"!« 

the  ju„,  ana  ,...„.  n'„y  T  /X '!    V"tT...';-r''  "":'  ^"""*-"' 
ent  propcitif.;  about  the  nit  an,   ^  '*''''  *"'<'  «><trinK. 

especially  for  cooking  "  """  """^"  *''""  ""Lalatubie. 

"nd^Si,;;C",:;i/t^"2i;;:  *""^  ^«^^  "-■  »-"««.t 

are  entirely  different  In  „ual  y  5."  """i  T""^  «M'<'i..an,o 
'«  thin  and  r.ot  a.stnngent  the  n..7  „"  ""'•••■«■"""■  f""  ''kin 
and  the  pulp  Is  thick.  fS  n  atv  anr  "  '  T^  ''""  '"""  »••"'• 
the  plum  is  simpjy  a  ba™f  J  '  T.?:*  '"  ''^  """  '^""« 
under  eultivation  but  no  f-  ff.  .  "''  "'"  ""^  ''""■'  '*ved 
they  are  equally  as  re  lab  e        thi  '"'"  """'  «'^'""'«"tJy. 

trees  have  aho\eei.  haU  vvIm/':,""*  T/""  «'•"""  '''"« 
depredations  and  non-beaS  hlh  /  "  ""*""*-^'  ^"  ""^'•<  t 
Plum  pocket  instead  of  fnn  ^n "n t  '""  "''""  ''"'""■*>■  '« 
ive  years  with  the  in.prov  d  ,  ^t"        .n.rTT  '"  ""■'"  ^""'^^ 

«erlousSt^^:;;';;---  -;;^-  -at  this  i.  the  ...ost 
trees  In  the  native  thicket  as  loul  ■  !l  ^'""'  '*  '•"  '"""d  «n 
the  orchard.  The  (^hen  ■  •  of"  '  f^J"  '  !*:  "'"-"v.O  varieties  i,. 
more  subject  to  this  tro  ,.  ■  r  L  '"'"t'vat.'d  varic.ics  hein? 
In  cultiv.-.tl..„.  '    '"  "'""  «">■  "1  the  others  wc  l,;ue 

.atlS  :rt:;';;.;'';,;''^;;;;;i:f  '-  >.'t  ..-n  fonnd  except  to 
authorities  state  tl^t  U.c  d  ^  .tyrTH-  "'V'"'"^"^^  ^••- 
also  inclined  to  this  view  fr.  th  f,,  V  .  /''"^"'  "'"■'  ""^  '  «'" 
J-;^^.  entire.  a..nt  from^lle':;;,--"- -^o;;^r..n 


!     :  < 


Growiiifi  Plum*  in  Manitoba. 


Red,  iMtiK  Blue.  White  NirholaH.  and  Voroncflh  yellow,  these 
made  fair  growth  for  h  few  ycarx.  IjiU  wppp  all  flnnUy  confilirned 
to  the  hnijili  p"  •  hcinjf  lackiiiK  In  liarili  ixs  moic  cspocially  in 
fnilt  liiiiJs,  til.  .'  iciiur  trtr/.vu  fvciy  wintiT.  Oiii  swond  plum 
onhHiil  v«Hs  piH'itfd  out  t'litfrcly  witli  varictio  of  the  iiiipiovod 
iiativf  iiH'iitH'iii  and  NiKia  pioiip  of  iiliinis.  In  jiasslnif.  I  may 
say  that  tlic  wild  Manitolui  pinni  is  siipposfd  to  bcloiiK  to  tli«> 
Prunu>  NiKia  (.'roup  while  the  native  Hil<l  Minnesota  plum 
belongs  to  the  I'lnnns  AnieiieHnii  uioup. 

We  have  trees  helonjrinjr  to  ))oth  fjioup-  .  our  orchard 
and  if  MP  exei'pt  the  Aitken.  fall  to  notice  nnieh  difference 
between  the  t\\i>  Ki'oups. 

Tlie  follow  inn  notes  on  the  l)ehavior  of  'Miie  of  the  named 
'mproved  luitive  plums  that  have  ♦•'lited  with  us  here  in  Mani- 
tolm  tniiy  l)e  of  some  interest  to  inti-ndinj,'  planters. 

Chippewa;  This  is  a  dwarf  hardy  variety  from  Wiseonsin, 
fruit  of  nood  (inality  hut  too  small  to  kiow  for  the  market. 

NeWon  Egg;    fruit  of  fair  (pmlity  but  too  small. 

LudlofCs  Long  Red;  ii  hardy,  inolifie  lieaicr  of  plums  o/ 
poor  i|(iality. 

Roekford:  truit  excellent  in  iiuality.  but  tree  lacks  vitality 
anil  N  short  lived. 

RoUingstone;  not  ii  success  witli  ns,  tiee  not  altogether 
hardy,  fruit  small  but  of  f;oiid  <|UHlity. 

Cheney;  po.>isibly  the  best  all  round  variety  in  our  or- 
chard. 'I'he  fruit  is  lur»fo  round,  not  astringent,  fre.sh  deep 
yellow,  juiey.  clinirstone.  color  deep  red,  season  early  September, 
tree  a  stronp  extra  hardy  grower  but  limb.s  very  liable  to  split 
down  in  the  croti-hes. 

Tosemite;  fruit  larpe  and  of  dull  purplish  red,  some 
astringency  but  of  good  quality,  prolific,  hardy,  season  late 
September,  too  late  for  general  plar  Mug. 

Aitken;  fruit  large  deep  red,  clingstone,  no  astringency, 
quality  fair,  the  tree  is  only  fairly  productive,  season  early 
September,  extra  hardy  and  vigorous. 

Wyant;  very  hardy,  fruit  large  oblong,  color  deep  red,  skin 
rather  thick,  some  astringency,  flesh  juicy  sweet,  freestons, 
season  mid  September,  very  prolific  but  fruit  occasionally 
injured  by  fall  frosts.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  varetles  in 
Iowa. 


Growing  Plu„u  ,„  Manitoba. 


uliiiost    loiniU. 


...  ""'"U7™,;^T;,;;,;;■;t^^••■•  ""■  •"-" ■■■•  -- 

..,  *C\,nV'™';:,r,  •;?'':/':,•'" ,-"",  -"  '•"•  "•«  •'»  •« 

the  fruit.  ^  *'"^  '"*"  "I'Ptiing  ..nd  .,„8||tl*  « 

..^';°t;„;;:-„r:;;,,r;:;;,:;-!; - 

.-n""r;,.;r'?r::;r,;,;;';  ■;;;;;:;,■;;:•";;■;  >-""«■ ".-  -...,. 

•■mbrr.  ••  '"""")  >.'«"Hl,  season  raily    \.|,t- 

uu^u;'^.:^-:  .:;::;,:":::;^i,;r;;i:-  ;•-  ••••<-  -..  f.nu  o..,o„,. 

J'olnt  ab„„f  t,„.  vaWru;;:^,,'  '•'''«''••'»     '''''"   strongest 

.-ars  oicf  „,.  ..„,,.  ,.,.„  X  r';.;;;; ;;;;,;;' »■"■"■" "fht..<.a 

origS;S"isS  jj^'lji,.;!'^;^;/;--  '^^"•'  —  varieties 
Kood  quality,  it  will  keeifj  J,  1  /"'fr'"-^'  ^'''''^''t  ""d  «»'or. 
our  plums.  ...„.son  mid  sitemrel-         '  '"""''  ^'""  ^'""'  ""^  «' 

i»p-tinrr?  X/^  ;ijiz  'T'  ;;"""^^""  ""•-  ^^  '^ 

many  o»  nurseries  of  t,?^  '?  """'«  '"""'   "^tock.      in 

budded  or  grafted  o"thse«t.,i^  ™P>«ved  native  varieties 

usually  die  the  fir.si  l  Lrd  ,^^nt„  "7    ''"'•  ""'*  "'«  ••"ot«  will 

•heaply.  and  are  ab«o.utelv  worthi.-l  \  «  *  '''*"  '"'  ^'""ffht 
hut  if  biiddeil  or  graf  ed  on  o  yl  hr.  ■  ^f"'t«ba  conditions, 
-nake  long  lived  hardy  and yruUu^t"''  "^l^'l'^ocks  they  wiK 
-t  profit  to  the  owner  IMS  oft^nH  !  T'  "'^"■*'  '*'"  *»«  »  ^ou^^^e 
-^ome  u  ild  variety  rromuirnativrr*'.*''  '•"""^'' '''  t™"«Plant 
a  very  .s«ee.,^sf„l  operatior  and  !«  h  ■'^'■'  ''^'^  '"  "°^  "«»«»y 
^rom  .seed,  probabfy  ThJ  e^ist  UV^!""  ^"'"^^  '*  '^"'"^  *'"' 
-fa  desirable  wild  varietv  u  k       ^  *"''"*  "^^  *«  «^^t  *>"«  trees 

•  r  the  lateral  r^ots  of  tie  I  Id  n.^V'"-"^''-  ''"^  ^"  "''«  "  ^«o^ 
'"to  lengths  a^outl'X  ,on?h^er  K  ^  ''«™ 
the  winter  and  plant  out  in  fh?^'  ,      *!lf™  '"  *''*'  «™"nd  for 

•  uttings  wl.1  be  tr^e  to  iime  an/!;°^-  ^^^  '^^^  ""««  ">»*« 
'uckersfrom  them™  HI  be  tTe  f„  *""*.'  ***''''  "^^^  ^«ot8  «" 
••"  trees  are  otmUol^oy^^^^^ 

no  value.    The  plum  is  our  most  valuablf- 
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native  (rult  and  will  pcrhapM  be  no  for  many  yparH.  WUd 
plnmH  of  many  ty|)«H  tumw  o(  tlipin  <if  very  kimhI  i|uallty  are 
found  KrowinR  ovim-  a  larx*'  imrt  of  Munitoha.  Mimy  of  the 
thIrkrtM  contp'  ^-tom  lipuiiiiK  fruit  of  n  >*\/.v  and  (luality  that 
make  thHii  -ortliv  of  pioimKutlon  and  ( iiltiviition  in  tin*  home 
garden,  whicli  chii  lie  done  uitliout  nnirli  troiiliji'  or  cxiicrit'iirr 
in  tlu"  rnHtitHM-  nlioV4'  dpsrtltx'd. 

In  iilantlntr  it  pinni  onliaid  It  will  lii>  foiiiid  <>(  advantafre 
to  mix  two  oi  tliK')'  viirii'tlt's  toKi'tlicr  it  is  a  iiii>tak('  to  plunt 
only  oni'  vaiifty  a^  tlic  lilo^woins  art*  hcttrr  fcitili/fd  iti  a 
niixi'd  iilantatiiiii.  We  ativi^i'  |ilaiitliiir  on  any  vou'l  IiiimI  tliat 
will  Kio\t  wlirat  \Oil<'li  is  wi'll  diaiiii'd.  piiirralilv  on  a 
nortiicrn  sIoim'  as  tliis  uill  Ih-I|i  to  trnanl  a^'aiti^t  caily  frost!'. 
Good  r<>snlts  aic  olitaini'd  on  li'\<-l  loi'atloti>'  liv  |ilaiitln>; 
ten  ff'ct  a|iaii  i'a<'h  way  and  fonsidi'ral>ly  (Ifriiir  than 
they  stood  in  tin'  iiinx'iy.  and  j.'i\injr  t'ood  cnltnrc  tlir 
first  six  years:  alter«aril>  tiiey  may  lie  nnileiieii  ■'nfflei 
elitiy  lo'iivy  to  keep  down  the  weeds.  Trees  slionid  lie 
headed  low  not  nioic  tiian  a  foot  to  eijfhteen  inelus,  IiIkIi.  hs  ex 
jiosed  trunks  are  liable  to  snnsculd.  I'rune  very  little,  eonsider 
ably  less  than  with  tin'  a|i|>le  and  durliiK  the  month  of  June 
It  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  sueiessful  Krowinj?  of  this  fruit 
that  protection  In  the  form  or  a  shelter  belt  or  wind  break  be 
given.  In  the  fall  it  will  be  well  to  hill  up  the  trees  about  si.i 
to  eight  inelies  with  earth  to  proteet  from  miee  in  winter  and 
wrap  the  tnini<s  witli  any  old  saekht;.  from  tiie  uroui".!  up 
into  the  limlis,  to  protect  from  rabliits  and  sunscald.  lomovc 
in  late  spriru?  and  level  the  soil  arounti  the  tree. 

That  is  my  short  paper  in  brief.  I  may  say  I  have  not 
mentioned  anotluT  plum  which  is  sometime.-i  called  a  (Cherry- 
half  Plum,  half  C'heriy,  a  cros.sbreed:  it  is  doing  well  with  us 
I  may  say  it  is  u  cross  between  the  I'lum  and  the  wiki  Sand 
Cherry.  We  are  indebted  to  our  friends  in  .Mimiesfitji  for  it:  it 
is  veiy  Kooil  loi  liic  purpose  of  cookniK.  'I'lie  trni'  clicrry  will 
not  grow  with  u.'*  liere:  we  have  some  haif-lireeds  sucli  as  I'rof 
Hansen  ol  Dakota  has  been  experimenting  with.  We  have  one 
which  lias  been  bea;'ng  fruit  for  a  couple  of  years,  tlie  He  Topa: 
that  is  a  cro.ss  between  a  wild  Sand  Ciierry  and  tlie  Italian 
Prune;  is  likf;  a  little  plum  or  a  big  ciieriy,  of  excellent  <iuality. 
and  we  find  that  it  ripens  early.  That  is  to  say,  our  seasons  are 
sufficiently  long  to  ripen  its  fruit.  That  is  important  when  we 
take  into  consideration  that  the  season  i.s  too  late  usually  for  the 
fruit  to  ripen.    There  are  a  number  of  others,  ve'.y  important 


(irmviny  Plumu  fn  Manitoba. 


I  mlKht  «ay  thn»   till,  niattir  of  growing  Plunm  and  In. 

.'  X  Tm'   "?""'  1'"""  '"*"  '"■•■"  «-"^'y  "•«?'«'t"d.      What 
•  ttlr  t  ,at  Las  h....„  .Jo,,.,  has  hern  done  by  private  experlr.     , 
<'r.«.    Of  ,.o„,.v..  |„  that  .ase  they  have  not  a  irreHt  H.-i T/I 

<.ffer«^M„.h   an    i„d„..,.,.,ent    fo,.   ln,prov..„.ent.   a«  o,.r    natl" 

Th..,r  »,,.  >„MM.  vai  i.'ti....  tt  hi.-h  ,.«„  !..■  fou,„?      ,wlng  wild  all 
"v..r   a„,|  ,f  the  „..rk  was  take,,  „p  and  thene  ^Tld  vSetTe 
<•  us>lfied.  „,„eh  nooii  ...uld  he  done  On  the  otheVlldP  n    fh 
">••  "'I   those  wild   ,.lu,.,..  o,.,g,n«teJ  fro,  f  ;he'.:tlvl    Vdl 
««••  run  .see  why  th..  san.e  work  .annot  he  carried  on  h'e"     } 
m.Kht  say  that  th..y  hav  „  .spl,.„d:.l  organisation  whIchTs  bl 
>nKnmu>H  ,„.  i,.  .Mi„„es«ta.  but  it  haH  been  i.eglec  ed  here  ex 
-,.    by  a  f..w  private  individuals  „ho  have  t.l  en  ,t  up  voiun- 
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